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Massachusetts Bays NEP is a large, 
diverse, and complex estuary

ÅComprises three major Bays 
across 1650 mi2

Å1100 miles from Salisbury to 
Provincetown

ÅOuter edge defined by Stellwagen 
Bank

ÅReceives input from 7000 mi2 

watershed area

ÅMerrimack River >7000 ft3 s-1

Å1.7 million people in 50 coastal 
communities





Estuaries are where the most difficult environmental 
challenges take place

ÅHigh population density = 
high impervious surface

ÅDischarge of pollutants

ÅHabitat fragmentation and 
loss

ÅTidal restrictions

ÅSpread of invasive species

ÅImpacts of climate change


